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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of Species 1 (Fig. 1 ) in the reply filed on 
10/08/2009 is acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following Is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

3. Claims 16 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Robertson (US6581760). 

a. Regarding claim 16, Robertson teaches a luminous container (Fig. 8) for 
identifying objects in the dark comprising a container body (Fig. 8 at 140) to 
support one or more objects. A luminous surface (the container can be made 
from a luminous material, col. 5, line 65-col. 6, line 12) on or in the container. 
The luminous surface glows in the dark identifying the container and or the 
object. 

b. Regarding claim 18, the reference as applied to claim 16 teaches the 
container. The container is a glasses case supporting a luminous surface (Fig. 
8). 

4. Claims 16, 18, 25, 28 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being 
anticipated by Beck (US51 49568). 
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c. Regarding claim 16, Beck teaches a luminous container (Fig. 3) for 
identifying objects in the dark comprising a container body (Fig. 3 at 30 and 26) 
to support one or more objects. A luminous surface (Fig. 3 at 18) on or in the 
container. The luminous surface blows in the dark identifying the container and 
or the object. 

d. Regarding claim 18, the reference as applied to claim 16 teaches the 
container. The container is a glasses case (the case is a "glasses case" because 
it is primary formed from a glass material) supporting a luminous surface (Fig. 3). 

e. Regarding claim 25, the reference as applied to claim 16 teaches the 
container. The luminous surface comprises a luminous backing plate separate 
from the container (Fig. 3 at 18). 

f. Regarding claim 28, the reference as applied to claim 16 teaches the 
container. The object to be identified, or an outline, is rendered visible by the 
luminous surface (Fig. 2). 

g. Regarding claim 29, the reference as applied to claim 16 teaches the 
container. The luminous container enables location of an object in the dark (Fig. 
2). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl<ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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6. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Robertson (US6581 760) in view of Strauss (US5249675) and in further view of Beck 
(US51 49568). 

h. Regarding claim 17, the reference as applied to claim 16 teaches the 
container. The container can be used as a wallet because it is capable of 
holding money (Fig. 8). The Robertson reference DIFFERS In that it does not 
specifically include a transparent container, as claimed. Attention, however, is 
directed to Strauss, which discloses a container (Fig. 1). The container is 
comprised of a clear plastic material. Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill In the art at the time the Invention was made to have 
modified Robertson by making the container from a transparent material. In view 
of the teachings of Strauss, in order to allow a user to quickly Identify the 
contents within the container. The reference as applied to claim 17 DIFFERS in 
that It does not specifically Include a luminous backing plate, as claimed. 
Attention, however, Is directed to Beck, which discloses a container (Fig. 3). The 
container has a luminous backing plate (Fig. 3 at 18). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to have modified the reference as applied to claim 17 by employing a luminous 
backing plate, In view of the teachings of Beck, in order to comply with the 
teaches of Robertson which discloses the container can be a luminous container 
and in order to be able to see the container in the dark. 
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7. Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Robertson (US6581760) in view of Strauss (US5249675). 

i. Regarding claim 22, the reference as applied to claim 16 teaches the 
container. The Robertson reference DIFFERS in that it does not specifically 
include a transparent container, as claimed. Attention, however, is directed to 
Strauss, which discloses a container (Fig. 1). The container is comprised of a 
clear plastic material. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified Robertson by 
making the container from a transparent material, in view of the teachings of 
Strauss, in order to allow a user to quickly identify the contents within the 
container. 

8. Claim 26 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Beck 
(US51 49568) in view of Patton (US6071855). 

j. Regarding claim 26, the reference as applied to claim 16 teaches the 
container. The backing plate has glow in the dark paint on one or more surfaces 
(column 3, lines 55-66). The Beck reference DIFFERS in that it does not 
specifically include a transparent plastic backing plate, as claimed. Attention, 
however, is directed to Patton, which discloses a panel (Fig. 1). The panel has a 
transparent plastic layer. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified Beck 
by employing a transparent plastic layer, in view of the teachings of Patton, in 
order to comply with the teaches of Patton which discloses the transparent layer 
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is capable of retaining inl< and in order to liave a flexible backing tliat is clear and 
allows the glowing paint to be viewed clearly. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The Liebers reference discloses a glasses case. The Takasaki 
reference discloses a glasses case. The Baratelli reference discloses a glasses case. 
The Orogun-Thomas reference discloses a glasses case. The Cummins reference 
discloses a glasses case. The Piatt reference discloses a glasses case. The Gallin 
reference discloses a glasses case. The Aoki reference discloses a display board. The 
Yu reference discloses a case. The Castelli reference discloses a glasses case. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to KAREEN RUSH whose telephone number is (571 )270- 
561 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8:00 am - 5:00 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Anthony D. Stashick can be reached on (571 )272-4561 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Anthony Stashick/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 3781 

K.R. 

AU:3781 



